34             JAPAN'S  FOREIGN  POLICIES

must be assumed that the press published what the Foreign
Office desired and inspired at its weekly interviews with
journalists. And this conviction grows when to the press
campaign is added the utterances of distinguished officers,
as General Tanaka and Major Yamamoto, and the point-
blank refusal of the Government to adopt steps to stop the
trouble.

It would take far too much space to trace the history
of the Korean trouble previous to the Russo-Japanese
War. Besides, it is on the Anglo-Japanese Alliance and
the numerous treaties and conventions which are pendant
thereto that present day Tokio policy is supposed to hinge.

In the first Treaty of Alliance Japan merely got from
Great Britain a watching brief over Korea, whilst ex-
plicitly and categorically declaring that she had no aggres-
sive tendencies on that country. Nevertheless, nobody
reading Count Hayashi's narrative of the negotiations
can restrain a suspicion that ultimate annexation was
even then the Japanese prescription for the invalid Hermit
Kingdom. In the same treaty an aggressive tendency
in China was also solemnly denied.

None the less, as the result of the Russo-Japanese War,
the Treaty of Portsmouth conveyed to Japan the whole
of Russian interests in Manchuria and Kwangtung, the
Russian base of Port Arthur and, so far as Russia was
concerned, a free hand in Korea.

Immediately afterwards Prince Ito went to Seoul, and
oy the Treaty of November 17, 1905, under a two-hour
ultimatum forced the King to place Korea under the pro-
tection of Japan. That was the end of independence
in Korea.

The following month the Treaty of Peking was signed,
resettling the conditions in Manchuria, as between China
and Japan. This treaty is of very great importance
for three reasons. Firstly, China wished to cancel the
leases of Port Arthur and Dalny altogether and to buy
up the Chung Kiang to Port Arthur Railway. The
money would have been advanced by a German loan.
This offer was promptly refused by Japan, a course which